	Activity
	Preparing to write a learning activity


Introduction

Activities in texts are characteristic features of self-instructional materials and they play an important role in helping learners to engage actively with the text. They can be used to achieve different purposes. For example activities are often used to encourage the learners to engage with the unfolding argument and digest what they are learning. Activities can stimulate learners to develop critical thinking skills or a variety of other important competences. Work related activities can help learners to apply what they have learned within the workplace. 

Developing appropriate and interesting activities is a skill that starts with thorough planning. The questions below will guide you in the planning of  your learning activity.

What you are expected to do

Select the most appropriate activity and prepare yourself for planning and writing the learning activity by answering the following questions. Write your responses in the spaces below:

1. Who are your learners? What skills and expertise do they bring to the learning situation?

2. What is the main aim of the module into which the activity could fit?

3. What is the purpose of this activity?

4. What are the learning outcomes of the activity (What will be learner be expected to do?)

4.  What teaching approach will you use?

5.  What difficulties could the learners have with this activity? (Anticipate problems)

6.  What will you include in the feedback? (The feedback comments should encourage learners to learn)

·  How will you cater for different learners?

·  Can you predict possible answers that learners may produce?

·  What else can you do to enable learners to evaluate their responses?

8.  Where will you present your feedback to learners? Justify your decision.
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