Privacy, Confidentiality, and Security: Basic Concepts
Self-Assessment

1. You were once diagnosed with a sexually transmitted disease and do not want your physician to share the information with your employer. This is an example of:

a. Privacy

b. Confidentiality

c. Security

d. The common good

Answer: b

The right to keep information about yourself from being disclosed to others is confidentiality.

2. You once dropped out of college years ago and do not want to tell any of your current health care providers. This is an example of:

a. Privacy

b. Confidentiality

c. Security

d. The common good

Answer: a

The right to keep information about yourself secret is privacy.

3. Which of the following is not individually identifiable health information (IIHI)?

a. Your email address

b. Your health insurance company name
c. Your name

d. A scan of your retina

Answer: b

The name of the company that provides you health insurance is not individually identifiable health information (IIHI), even though your insurance account number would probably be.

